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SUBJECT: PROPOSED LON NOL LETTER TO THE PRESIDENT* 


I. DURING THE NIGHT OF JUNE 4/5 DATT WAS CALLED-IN BY GENERAL 
POK SAM AN AND SHOWN DRAFT OF LETTER PERSONALLY PREPARED BY 
GENERAL LON NOL* INTENDED FOR PRESIDENT NIXON, THE LETTER CON- 
TAINED APPRECIATION FOR US ASSISTANCE, AS WELL AS FOR THAT 
OF GVN AND THAILAND, 3UT ALSO REQUESTED FURTHER HELP IN THE 
PROVISION OF EQUIPMENT INCLUDING HELICOPTERS, TRANSPORT AIRCRAFT, 

. GUNSHIPS AND M-U3S. 

t ■ ■ .■■■■•• V ■ ■ ■ - 

j 2 * AS A RESULT OF HIS RECENT VISIT TO SAIGON, GENERAL POK SAM AN 

I HAD REALIZED THAT LON NOL’ S REQUESTS .WERE GENERALLY BEYOND HOPE 

OF FULFILLMENT UNDER USG POLICY. HE THEREFORE CALLED IN DATT TO 
,'j DISCUSS LETTER AND TO REQUEST HIM TO ACCOMPANY HIM TO SEE GENERAL 

1 LON NOL MORNING JUNE 5. 

! % • 

3. DATT IMMEDIATELY CALLED ON ME AND REQUESTED MY ADVICE* AFTER 
DUE CONSIDERATION, I INSTRUCTED HIM. TO ACCEPT POK SAM AN’S 
REQUEST TO ACCOMPANY HIM TQlflN NOL* S, IN VIEW OF FACT THAT DATT 
THEORETICALLY UNINFORMED OT'PROPOSED LETTER. AT SAME TIME, I. 
ASKED DATT, IF OPPORTUNITY PRESENTED ITSELF, TO SUGGEST TO 
PRIMIN THAT HIS DRAFT LETTER AN IMPOSSIBLE ONE FOR PRESIDENT. IT 
! WOULD CAUSE PRESIDENT EMBARRASSMENT IN THAT HE WOULD HAVE TO BE 

COMPLETELY NEGATIVE AND, AT SAME TIME, IT WOULD CAUSE DISAPPOINT- 
MENT TO PRIME MINISTER FOR SAME REASON. 


-4. WHILE TRYING NOT PUT WORDS INTO LON NOL’S MOUTH, I SUGGESTED 
TO DATT THAT HE MIGHT, AGAIN IF OPPORTUNITY AROSE, IN TURN 
- SUGGEST TO LON NOL MORE GENERAL SORT OF LETTER EXPRESSING 
GRATITUDE AND ASKING ADVICE. 


5. AS IN ALL OF OUR CONVERSATIONS WITH PRIMIN LON NOL, I ASKED 
DATT TO STRESS THE POSITIVE IN THE PRESIDENT’S DESIRE TO HELP 
WITHIN QUITE STRINGENT LIMITATIONS. 
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6. COL. PIETSCH FOLLOWED gVIDSIKUCIIOOS TO THE LETTER ON JUNE ^ 

Z283JSSI n SS^JSSSS 1 ^ ** CHANGING 

TOME OF HIS LETTER BEYOND SUGGESTIONS* 

7. I FULLY REALIZE THE DANGERS OF I“y°BVING_THE EMBASSY^IN^THE 

WILL BE ABLE TO REPLY IN FORTHCOMING MANNER* 

CHICH ft ?iME E IT°WILL L Bl TRANSMITTED TELEGRAPHICALLY AT ONCE. 

9. COMMENT! FROM CONVERSATION OF_GENERAL POK SAM AN WITH BA”* BT ■ 
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assistance I« 1 present camsodian situatioi 'ihformed primin that 

S» P Si5?SS Mtff-Nof Kg OPERATIONS WHICH a HAD not . 

™ >8? dKSn^SodSa ON^FIREFIGHT ING MISSIONS WITHOUT 
■ AMERICAN LOGISTICAL AND AIR .SUPPORT.' ., . 
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